[Age and the effect of adrenocorticotropic hormone on aldosterone secretion in rats].
Age-related changes in functional activity of the glomerular zone were studied in the adrenal cortex of Wistar rats. It was shown that secretion of the basic mineralocorticoid hormone aldosterone was decreased with age. The glomerular zone of old rats showed the reduced sensitivity to the stimulant action of corticotropin, marked by the pronounced reaction to less doses of the hormone administered. At the same time the reactivity and the range of shifts in the course of ACTH dosage build-up decrease with aging.